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[Rosalind Joseph, Director, Head Coach, Ohio State Track & Field and Cross Country]
Buckeye Nation, I know college can present new excitements, new challenges, and maybe even some new nerves.

But as an alum myself, I can tell you that we're all in this together. One new team. I hope you will stay connected to the athletic department.

You can follow track and field on ohiostatebuckeyes.com or on all socials.
O-H!

[Donal Anthony Jr., Head Coach, Ohio State Fencing]
Welcome to The Ohio State University. We look forward to seeing you at one of our competitions at French Field House over the course of the season.

And go Bucks!

[Music plays with questions on screen]

[Question]
What was the first building on the campus of The Ohio State University at Newark?
University Hall
Founders Hall
Hopewell Hall
Adena Hall

[Answer]
Founders Hall

[Question]
Ohio State was the home to the first student union at a public university; Which current building on campus housed that student union?
University Hall
Hale Hall
Pomerene Hall
Page Hall

[Answer]
Hale Hall

[Dr. Amy Moore, Interim Dean, College of Medicine] Hello, Buckeyes, and welcome to Ohio State.

I'm Dr. Amy Moore, Interim Dean of the College of Medicine.

Throughout my career as a surgeon and researcher, I've learned that every major breakthrough begins with curiosity, with the courage to ask, "How can we do this better?" Or even, "What would it take to make this possible?"

That same spirit drives Ohio State.

Here, you'll learn from world-class faculty who are tackling complex problems and driving innovation forward.

Whether you study medicine, engineering, music, business, or something else entirely, you'll be challenged to think differently, to ask bold questions, and discover your potential.

So stay curious, because the next great discovery could start with you.

Go Bucks!

[Dr. Carol Ann Trotman, Dean, College of Dentistry] Hi. Welcome all of you to The Ohio State University.

I am Dr. Carol Ann Trotman, Dean of the College of Dentistry.

As Buckeyes, we know we can do great things, so when you're choosing a major, think big. 

Think about how you can make a difference.

Think about oral health care. You can join our dental and dental hygiene programs that are world-class.

At the end of your training, you'll be ready for a high-demand, high-impact career. And if you ever need care, our clinics have you covered.

Come by and see what we're all about right here in the college.

Above all else, as Buckeyes, keep smiling.

[David Horn, Dean, College of arts and Sciences] Welcome to the university and the College of Arts and Sciences, where you can pursue more than 80 majors, including new degrees in forensic anthropology and leadership.

We also offer more than 100 minors and teach 31 world languages.

You can combine them in too many ways to count, change your mind along the way, and add internships, research experiences, and study abroad.

And if anyone asks you what you're going to do with your Arts and Sciences degree, the answer is simple:

Anything you want.

We look forward to seeing you this fall.

[Music plays with questions on screen]

[Question]
Ohio State’s Marion campus has a unique learning laboratory featuring what?
About 12 acres of restored tallgrass prairie
Wildflowers, a pond and hiking trails
Research contributing to seedbanks and honeybee hive productivity
All of the above

[Answer]
All of the above can be explored at the Larry R. Yoder Prairie Learning Lab at Ohio State Marion.

[Kevin McGuff, Head Coach, Ohio State Women’s Basketball] Welcome, Buckeyes. We are so excited to have you at The Ohio State University.

This is going to be the greatest experience of your life.

We hope to see you at the Schott for a women's basketball game.

Go Bucks!

[Lori Walker-Hock, Head Women's Soccer Coach] Welcome, freshmen. O-H!

I am the head women's soccer coach here at The Ohio State University. My name is Lori Walker-Hock.

We play at the Jesse Owens Memorial Stadium. Our season is now, and we want to invite you out.

Come out and see our team, interact with us, and support us.

We are the best damn fans in the land, and that starts with you.

So welcome.

[Rustam Sharipov, Head Men's Gymnastics Coach] Hi, everyone.

This is Rustam Sharipov, men's gymnastics head coach.

I would like to take the time and welcome all the freshman class to Buckeye Nation. We wish you the best of luck in the upcoming years.

Please follow us on our social media with more details about our home meets at Covelli Arena.

Go Bucks!

[Micaela Nordhaus, Assistant Coach, Ohio State Women’s Rowing] Hey, Bucks, welcome. Mikaela here with women's rowing.

We are so excited for you guys. You're about to have an incredible experience here at Ohio State.

We'd love to invite you to come out to one of our races this spring.

We'll be at the boathouse all fall, but we're excited for tryouts coming up and we'd love to have you guys follow us on social media.

Go Bucks!

[Bill Dorenkott, Head Coach, Ohio State Swim & Dive] Welcome to THE Ohio State University!

[Music plays with questions on screen]

[Question]
The Kuhn Honores & Scholars House was constructed in 1926 for a different purpose. What was it used for?
The university president’s residence
That faculty club
Quarters for visiting professors
A fraternity house

[Answer]
The house served as the residence of the university president until 1972.

[Question]
Who were the residence halls on north campus, near Lane Avenue and High street, named after?
Ohio State early leaders
Ohio State Trustees
Alumni who won athletic championships
Alumni who served in the military

[Answer]
Alumni who served in the military


[Music plays with questions on screen]

[Question]
True or false: The Ohio State University Marching Band’s uniforms are navy blue wool.
True! They may look like they’re black, but get closer, They’re a very dark, navy blue.

[Answer]
The house served as the residence of the university president until 1972.

[Question]
When did Buckeye leaf decals begin showing up on football helmets in recognition of exceptional plays?
1967
1983
2002
2015

[Answer]
1967

[Question]
How many national championships has Ohio State’s dance team won?
3
7
11
15

[Answer]
15

[Question]
What is Brutus Buckeye’s jersey number?
1
0
00
100

[Jennifer Schlueter, Dean and Director, Ohio State Marion] Welcome to Ohio State. I'm coming to you from one of our five regional campuses, and one of the things that makes Ohio State Marion, where I am, so special is the way our faculty engage with students in research in fields like cancer, like AI, like historical archives.

We are really excited to be part of the Ohio State system, and we want to welcome you to our journey.

[John Buford, School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences] Welcome to Ohio State. I'm John Buford from the School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences. Ohio State is a place where you can learn just about anything. While you're here, I encourage you to explore new ideas and opportunities, make connections with faculty members who can mentor, challenge, and inspire you. Whether you're involved in research, community service, advocacy, or another passion that drives you, the things you do here really can change the world.

Along the way, you'll discover new interests, make lifelong friends, and forge a path towards your future.

We're excited to have you here and can't wait to see all that you'll accomplish.

Go Bucks!

[Kent Barnett, Dean of the Moritz College of Law] Hello, and welcome to The Ohio State University.

I'm Kent Barnett, and I am the Dean of the Moritz College of Law, and we're so excited that you're here. You're about to do something big.

College is your opportunity to learn what matters to you, and also how you want to make a difference.

The College of Law's minor in law and public policy, along with the Glenn College of Public Affairs, gives you the opportunity to learn how legal systems and governmental policy affect the world around you. It's time to choose a minor that makes a major difference.

Go Bucks!

[Cathan A. Kress, Dean, College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences (CFAES] On behalf of all of us at the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences, welcome home.

You're now part of a very large and very accomplished community. You are a Buckeye for life.

[Music plays with questions on screen]

[Question]
Columbus is a metro area of more than 2.2 million people. So where does it rank in terms of size among U.S. cities?
34th largest
27th largest
22nd largest
15th largest

[Answer]
Columbus is the 15th largest city in the U.S. – and the largest in Ohio.

[Question]
When was the very first day of class held at Ohio State?
Sept. 17, 1870
Sept. 17, 1873
Sept. 17, 1878
Sept. 17, 1880

[Answer]
While Ohio State was founded in 1870, the very first class convened on Sept 17, 1873.

[Question]
How many campuses does The Ohio State University have across the Buckeye State?
1
3
6
14

[Answer]
Ohio State has 6 campuses in Columbus, Newark, Mansfield, Marion, Lima, and Wooster.

[Question]
How many Heisman Trophies did the G.O.A.T. Archie Griffin win?
0
1
2
3

[Answer]
Archie Griffin won the Heisman in 1974 and 1975. He’s the only player in NCAA history to win it twice.

[Question]
Ohio State has how many colleges?
10
15
20
25

[Answer]
The Ohio State University is made up of 15 colleges offering more than 200 undergraduate majors.

[Question]
True or false: Ohio State had 67,254 students enrolled in 2025-26.

[Answer] 
False! 67,255. Every Buckeye counts!

[Question]
What is the oldest building on campus?
University Hall
Orton Hall
Hayes Hall
Hale Hall

[Answer]
Hayes Hall, which has a “whispering arch” out front. Grab a friend and “talk” to each other from either side.

[Question]
What is a Buckeye?
The state tree of Ohio.
A shiny, bright nut that resembles the eye of a buck deer
A poisonous nut
All of the above.

[Answer]
All of the above. But stick to the peanut butter and chocolate variety if you’re going to eat one.

[Question]
True or false: Ohio State used to be known as Ohio Agricultural and Mechanical College
True. The Board of Trustees officially changed the name to The Ohio State University in 1878.

[Answer]
The house served as the residence of the university president until 1972.

[Matt Couch, Associate Dean of Students, Office of Student Life] Good morning, Buckeyes.
I am Matt Couch, Associate Dean of Students in the Office of Student Life, and I am so excited to welcome you to your Convocation.

Many of you have made your way over to the Schottenstein Center this morning, just trusting in the universe of Ohio State, maybe without knowing completely what a convocation is. First, thank you for that, and we promise to make it worth your while.

But let me explain a little bit about why we're here.

So, a convocation is a formal gathering of people for a specific purpose. Now here at Ohio State, we gather for Convocation at the beginning of your careers as an official academic welcome ceremony.

Buckeyes have come together for this tradition for more than a century. We kick off your journeys as scholars with some words of advice and a little bit of pomp and circumstance.

Think of your time as a student here like a shelf full of fascinating books, with Convocation as a bookend on one side and Commencement as the bookend on the other.

Now, like any good Welcome Week event, we want people to get to know each other, so I wanted to give everyone a chance to introduce themselves. We'll want your name, hometown, major, and a fun fact about yourself.

I'm just going to start down here, and you can pass the mic around.

No, we're not going to do that. You've done enough of that in these first few days.

But I do want to do a couple of roll calls this morning to see who's in the room.

So first, let's find out where people are from. I'd encourage you to proudly make a little noise to let everybody know.

So let me hear from our students who come from the Cleveland area.

Well done. You brought it. You brought it, Cleveland.

All right, how about the Cincinnati area?

Ooh.

Okay. Now, I know we've got some hometown folks from the Columbus area, so where are you Columbus folks?

Pretty good. Pretty good.

Next, I'm going to call for those of you who have a hometown in Ohio other than our three biggest cities that I just named. So where are our Ohioans?

Yeah. Good. Okay.

Now, who's come to Ohio State from a state other than Ohio? Where are our out-of-state students?

You guys are rowdy.

You're rowdy.

Now, finally, where are our international students who have come from a country other than the U.S.?

Yeah. Good. That's good.

All right. Well, always be proud of where you're from, and I hope you will always be proud of being a Buckeye.

So Convocation is an awesome event that we hope that you'll love, but that's not the only thing happening today. In fact, when this program is over, we're all going to walk together over to the Horseshoe.

To give you a preview of what to expect, I'm going to throw things over to our live field correspondent, Donté Ingram.

Donté, what's going on over there at Ohio Stadium?

[Donté Ingram, Live from Ohio Stadium] Okay, cue me. One.

Good morning, Matt. It's certainly a beautiful day over here at Ohio Stadium, affectionately known as The Shoe.

We're so excited to be here, where in just 12 days our Buckeyes will take the field. But later this afternoon, all of you there at Convocation will get the chance to come down the band ramp and make your way onto the very field, look up at the scoreboard and take your picture, because you will be featured this morning as you make your way over to Buckeye Frenzy.

There's a lot going on here at Ohio Stadium, and we're super excited to be here.

Matt, I also have some special guests who are just fired up to join us this morning.

And so I figured I would ask them. I'm going to go to Cam Thompson, our Block O Football Director.

Cam, what is your favorite game day tradition here in The Shoe?

[Cam Thompson, Block O Football Director] Man, my favorite game day tradition, I got to go with the opening kickoff when "Seven Nations Army" starts playing.

The whole student section, we’re all taking off our shoe. We're all jumping up in the air. It's absolutely electric.

[Donté Ingram] Well, Buckeyes, there you heard it from Cam himself.

We're super excited to see you this morning. Again, make your way down to the stadium after Convocation. Look up at the jumbotron, take your picture, and it's going to be great to see you here.

Back to you, Matt, and enjoy Convocation.

[Matt Couch] All right. Thank you, Donté.

We'll be back for another Welcome Week preview in just a couple minutes, and then we'll get the program started.

[Music plays with questions on screen]

[Question]
What is the legend of the Long Walk, the path that stretches across the Oval from College Road to Thompson Library?
Multiple donors have wanted to put their names on it, but university bylaws forbid it.
It was used for military exercises daily in the 1880s.
It’s just straight-up haunted.
If a couple can hold hand the entire way and no one crosses their path, their love is designed to last a lifetime.

[Answer]
The Long Walk is for strolling sweethearts (Aww…)

[Nick Myers, Head Men's Lacrosse Coach] Buckeyes, I'm Nick Myers, head men's lacrosse coach here at The Ohio State University, and I want to welcome you all here as you start your Buckeye journey.

As Coach Hayes said, you win with people.

You're getting ready to embark on an amazing journey as a Buckeye. One step at a time, it's going to be challenging, but it's going to be incredibly rewarding.

I want to be one of the first to welcome you to The Ohio State University.

Expectations are high as we enter the fall. We have an amazing group of sports that are getting ready to start their seasons.

For those athletes who are not in season, get out and support your fellow athletes. But understand, the work begins.

Get to work. Love hard on each other. Enjoy every moment, championship experiences, both on and off the field, with one another.

And go Bucks.

[Brian Maisonneuve, Head Men's Soccer Coach] Welcome, new Buckeyes, to Ohio State. Welcome to Columbus.

My name is Brian Maisonneuve, and I'm the head coach of the men's soccer program. I just want to wish you all the best in your first semester here at Ohio State.

I'd also want to invite you all out to a men's soccer game at historic Jesse Owens Stadium.

We have a talented team coming back from a historic run last year and wish you’d all to come out to the games and support the Buckeyes.

Welcome to campus, and go Bucks.

[Meredith Paulicivic, Head Women's Gymnastics Coach] Welcome, Buckeyes. We're so excited to have you on campus.

I'm Meredith Paulicivic, I’m the head women's gymnastics coach.

We are hard at work getting ready for what is going to be a really exciting season. Make sure you're following us on social media.

Can't wait to see you in Covelli.

Go Bucks.

[Jake Diebler, Head Men's Basketball Coach]
Welcome, Buckeyes. Coach Diebler here.

We're excited to have you on campus, and we're excited to formally welcome you to the Schott for basketball season.

We've had a great summer preparing for this upcoming season, and we'd love for you to be a part of it. The Nut House gives us a real home-court advantage.

We need as many of you as possible to join it and support us this upcoming season.

Again, welcome to The Ohio State University. We look forward to seeing you here in the Schott.

Go Bucks.

[TY Tucker, Head Coach, Ohio State Men’s Tennis] Congratulations, new Buckeyes, on all your accomplishments.

And we hope to see you out at the tennis courts to cheer on the Ohio State Buckeyes tennis team.

Congratulations.

[Music plays with questions on screen]

[Question]
What was the first building on the campus of The Ohio State University at Newark?
University Hall
Founders Hall
Hopewell Hall
Adena Hall

[Answer]
Founders Hall

[Question]
Ohio State was the home to the first student union at a public university; Which current building on campus housed that student union?
University Hall
Hale Hall
Pomerene Hall
Page Hall

[Answer]
Hale Hall

[David Jenkins, Dean, College of Social Work] It's an honor to welcome you to The Ohio State University College of Social Work.

The need for social workers is more critical than ever.

On your journey to becoming a social worker, you'll experience amazing personal growth and focus on real problems that people face as they live their lives.

In the social work major, you will learn with some of the most knowledgeable and passionate experts in the field as you become an integral and valuable resource to people and their communities.

I'm confident you will be inspired to take your social work experiences with you as you amplify, advocate, and change the world.

Go Buckeyes.

[Deanna Kroetz, Dean, College of Pharmacy] Welcome, Buckeyes. I'm Deanna Kroetz, Dean of the College of Pharmacy.

Our nationally ranked academic programs, groundbreaking research, and world-class faculty provide the hands-on training and real-world experiences that prepare students to shape healthcare in Ohio and around the world.

Through our pharmaceutical sciences program, undergraduates build a strong foundation for pharmacy school, careers in drug discovery and development, the pharmaceutical industry, and other health science fields while benefiting from the support and community they need to succeed.

We're excited to have you on campus.

Stay curious, embrace new opportunities, and make the most of every moment here at Ohio State.

[Erik J. Porfeli, Dean, College of Education and Human Ecology] The College of Education and Human Ecology is home to many rigorous, impactful, nationally ranked programs where students learn from the best and the brightest.

We're ranked number one for our doctoral program in exercise science, number four in student counseling, and number six in higher education administration.

Our teacher preparation program is ranked best in Ohio and recently received an A+ score from the National Council on Teacher Quality for how we prepare educators to teach the science of reading.

These achievements and many others, reflect our excellent students, the exceptional faculty and staff who support them, and the remarkable impact we have every day in the communities we serve.

[Matthew J. Smith, Dean and Director, Ohio State Newark] At Ohio State Newark, we're built to provide you with a successful college journey.

From our small class sizes and first-gen student focus to our dedicated learning communities, here, your achievements are the true measure of our success.

And every campus resource is intentionally designed to help you graduate with a powerful degree that stands out in any workforce.

Welcome to the Buckeye family.

O-H.

[Paula Song, Dean, College of Public Health] Welcome to Ohio State.

I'm Dean Paula Song from the College of Public Health, and we're excited to welcome you, our newest Buckeyes.

If you're passionate about ensuring that all people can live healthy, full lives, then public health may be for you.

Here, our college is a close-knit community where faculty, staff, and students will know you all by name.

At CPH, you'll have hands-on experiences that prepare you for a wide range of careers in public health or if you decide to continue your education in fields like medicine, public policy, dentistry, and law.

Whatever your path, we can't wait to see all that you will accomplish.

[Stephanie Moulton, Acting Dean, John Gleen College of Public Affairs] Welcome to the John Glenn College of Public Affairs.

At the Glenn College, we prepare you to address some of society's most pressing challenges through careers in government, nonprofit organizations, and businesses dedicated to the public good.

Our namesake, Senator Glenn, believed that a career with a purpose, where you're dedicated to something bigger than yourselves, is the key to a fulfilling life.

We're excited for you to join the Glenn College community and find your purpose.


[Karen Rose, Dean, College of Nursing] Welcome. You are finally, officially a Buckeye.

Do not take that lightly.

Generations of Buckeyes built Ohio State's legacy of unrivaled impact. Take full advantage of that legacy and then make your own.

In the College of Nursing, we impact millions of lives every day.

Whatever your interests, find your way to make an impact because you are now a Buckeye, and that's what Buckeyes do.

[Matt Couch Associate Dean of Students, Office of Student Life] Hello again, Buckeyes.

For those who have arrived since our last set of announcements, I'm Matt Couch, Associate Dean of Students in the Office of Student Life, and we are so excited to welcome you to your Convocation.

We are just minutes away from getting our program started.

I wanted to continue the roll call we started before, though. Last time, I was trying to find out where you came from. This time, I want to know where you're living now.

So, where are our students who are living off campus or commuting to campus? Off-campus students, make some noise.

Well done.

All right, how about our students living in Lincoln or Morrill Towers?

Okay. All right, love that.

Who is in the room from our North Campus residence halls?

Excellent.

And finally, where are our South Campus res hall students?

Okay, amazing.

I love the pride that you are already showing. This is such a great audience, with students from all 15 of our colleges. We've got graduate and professional students in the house with us this morning.

Let's also shout-out to the students on our regional campuses at Lima, Mansfield, Marion, and Newark, as well as our CFAES Wooster students, who are all having their own convocations.

Now, a few minutes ago, you got a preview of what awaits you at Ohio Stadium after our program wraps up here in the Schott. On the other side of the stadium, you'll find a little event we call Buckeye Frenzy.

Let's throw it back to our live correspondent, Donté Ingram, to give you another sneak peek.

So let’s throw it back to our live correspondent, Donté Ingram, to give you another sneak peak. Donté, where are you reporting from now?

[Donté Ingram, Live from Buckeye Frenzy] We are now live from Buckeye Frenzy. 

Again, I’ve got some friends that were here with me earlier, but I’m telling you, this is one of the biggest events of the year.

So once Convocation is over and you make your way through Ohio Stadium, you'll come over here to Buckeye Frenzy, where all of our vendors are getting set up.

I mean, there's a DJ, there’s a zip line, inflatables, free haircuts inside the RPAC, and it's going to be great.

But a few of my friends have went around and made some runs, so I'm going to let them tell you what they got from their drops.

[Chase] Buckeye Nation, we've got footballs. We've got White Castle. You guys also get some pizza, maybe, I don’t know.

You got some really cool stuff out here. Come on out and check it out for sure.

[Donté] Cam, what we got?

[Cam]I got this free T-shirt. I got some snacks, too.

There's so much to do, a lot of free stuff. It's awesome.

[Donté] And Ty, wrap us up; What you got there?

[Ty] What's up, guys?

I got this goodie bag from Meijer with a bunch of goodies and snacks to keep you guys fueled up for a great first week of classes.

Come check it out.

[Donté] Listen, Buckeyes, Buckeye Frenzy is an event you don't want to miss.

So again, we're super excited to see all of you. It's going to be great.

Enjoy Convocation, and Matt, we look forward to seeing everybody when the show is over.

Take care.

Go Bucks! O-H!

[Matt Couch] Thank you, Donté.

Very exciting times ahead for all of you today and for the rest of Welcome Week and the fall semester.

Get ready, everyone.

Your Convocation begins now.

[Music plays]

Buckeyes, please welcome the 18th President of The Ohio State University, Dr. Ravi Bellamkonda.

[Music plays]

[Dr. Ravi Bellamkonda President, The Ohio State University] Good morning, Class of 2030.

On behalf of all of Ohio State, I'm so excited to welcome each of you to our beloved university.

After seeing that video, I'm even more energized about the year ahead and what we're going to achieve together.

Are you ready for this semester to get started? Are you?

We're so glad that you've chosen Ohio State.

In my mind, you're already succeeding because you've made one of the smartest possible decisions: becoming a Buckeye.

By choosing The Ohio State University, you've given yourself an extraordinary gift. The gift of high expectations. The gift of the possibility for you to discover the best in yourself. To become a scholar, a leader, a friend, and a citizen of the world around you.

I hope that your experience at Ohio State is off to a great start. I hope you've settled in in this home away from home, met new friends, and are getting ready for classes tomorrow.

Some of you have traveled a long distance to get here.

Forty-seven U.S. states are represented in your class, and Washington, D.C., as well as Puerto Rico. Thirty-seven different countries are represented in this class.

I am so happy that all of you have found your home here in Ohio.

I know that the first few days sometimes can feel a little overwhelming, and you can be awestruck by being here. And I remember feeling that myself.

But I want to assure you of one thing.

At Ohio State, each of you matters to us. Each of you will have an opportunity to discover yourself and unleash the extraordinary that is in you.

Our size and scale is the very thing that makes us and gives us a competitive advantage. What makes your experience uniquely extraordinary is the opportunity to find your people and your own unique experiences because of our size and scale.

In fact, during my first year as president, I've discovered that in my own experience as the first year in my presidency here, that the Ohio State experience is a truly immersive. It is not an experience that can be described solely by numbers or statistics about excellence, and those are excellent, by the way.

It is truly an experience.

The beauty of Ohio State is that you don't have to choose at Ohio State between world-class academics, hands-on research, or championship athletic programs, or the limitless extracurricular that you all have.

You get it all here at Ohio State.

You don't have to settle. You can enjoy being in a fast-growing, big city and then come home to a close-knit residential community where everybody knows your name.

You're going to become fluent in AI as you prepare for the workforce, but you'll also explore deeply what it means to be human, a citizen of the world in this age of technology.

You'll be able to solve some of the biggest urgent problems facing the world and work with the highest-caliber faculty and industry leaders during the day, and then you relax, come home at night, and have fun.

You can start your own business, and we are creating new pathways for you to discover the entrepreneur in each of you.

Or you can join a club or start one of your own.

You can enjoy the fine arts and join a faith-based organization or a sorority or fraternity, do community service, study abroad, or do an internship.

You get the idea.

All of this is right here at your fingertips at Ohio State, and all you have to do is jump in and immerse yourself.

This is what Ohio State has been doing for a century and a half.

We opened our doors to our first class of students in 1873, so we join in a long line here. 

A cohort, by the way, that included two women, which was unusual for that time.

So Buckeyes have been unafraid to do bold things, the right things, right from our start.

We have always believed in our sacred mission, that we create opportunities for all, that all are  welcome in this great land-grant university that we are.

We have come a long way since those days, but the values that animated our founding are still true today.

In fact, I would argue that our mission is more important now than ever. The excellence of Ohio State is available and accessible to all that wish to pursue it.

You can see that we are delivering on this mission through our 640,000 alumni who are leading and doing big things in the world who called Ohio State home and got their beginning here.

Now you, too, are becoming a part of that story, and you get to write the chapter of America's finest public universities, and now you’re a member of this.

This ceremony is one of the many cherished traditions we have at Ohio State. Convocation represents the first time that your class has gathered together all in one place.

It will be bookended in exactly four years, in 2030, with your commencement ceremony, where we will celebrate your entering the world as Buckeye alumni.

In between though, is where all the magic is.

You will have and make memories worthy of a lifetime. You'll build lifelong connections. You'll overcome challenges. You’ll surprise yourself with what you're capable of doing, and capable of executing and learning.

And you will have fun. And lots of fun, I promise.

You'll look out for each other and for yourself. We all need help sometimes. And let’s not be afraid to ask for help if we need it, and I guarantee you the Buckeye spirit is to help each other and lift each other up.

So when you pick up that diploma in four years, I know you're going to look back and say over the four-year period that “This was the best experience of my life.”

A truly extraordinary journey awaits you in the next four years.

So today, I welcome you on behalf of all of Ohio State.

We celebrate you, and we believe in your ability to do big things in the years ahead, and we invite you to write your chapter in Ohio State's history.

Welcome again, the Class of 2030.

We are so happy that you're here.

Welcome to Ohio State.

[Applause]

I just mentioned the connection between our Convocation today and your commencement in four years, and I'd like to elaborate a little bit on that if you don’t mind.

This is the Ohio State crest. [an image of the Ohio State University crest is shown with a Block O and Buckeye leaf in the middle, 1870 at the bottom, and the moto, Disciplina in Civitatem at the bottom. The top has a pyramid with a flame at the top and Letters, Science, Arts, Agriculture and Knowledge within it.] You'll see it in several places on campus: on the east and west ends of the Oval, on the floor of the Ohio Union, and, more importantly, it will be stamped on the diplomas at the end when you earn your degree.

As you look at the various components of the crest, you'll notice a few things. The Buckeye leaf is there. The year of our founding, 1870, is there. The Latin motto, which translates to "Education for Citizenship," is inscribed there.

But I want to draw your attention to the pyramid above the Block O.

On top of that pyramid sits a flame.

When the original university seal was designed in 1871, the flame was described this way:
"Above and crowning all, we place the lamp of knowledge by which we intend to signify that the Agricultural and Mechanical College" - which is what we were called then - "is a light on a high place to illuminate all that comes within its sphere."

Each of you is a point of light that contributes to that flame.

Today, I invite you to do something special.

Please turn on the flashlight on your phones, if you don't mind.

[Audience turns on their phone flashlights in darkened hall]

This part gives me goosebumps every time.

I'd like you to take a look around you and contemplate the brilliance that’s represented by each of these lights and by each of you here today.

You are all special, and as you progress through your academic journey here, the light that’s feeding that eternal flame on the top of the Lamp of Knowledge, you are contributing to this.

Something special awaits you in four years.

On the night before you will be graduating, we will gather again. And it's a beautiful tradition that we have on the eve of commencement, and we call it the Candlelight Ceremony, where the eternal flame will take center stage.

That night, we will come together one last time before you officially become alumni of Ohio State. And you will share that flame with your families and classmates as we sing "Carmen Ohio."

It's a moment that I can't wait to share with you and those who have helped you reach that milestone.

But that's in the future.

For now, I want us to enjoy the start of your journey here.

And we’ll do that. The centerpiece of today's ceremony is "Carmen Ohio," the soundtrack of your life as a Buckeye, now and forever.

So it's time now for us to learn a little bit about this wonderful tradition that we have in “Carmen Ohio”.

I'm very pleased to introduce our Interim Executive Vice President and Provost, Dr. Trevor Brown.

If you're not familiar with what a provost does...he is exciting.

If you’re not familiar with what a provost does, this is the university's chief academic officer who oversees all our academic deans that you just met and the regional campuses, as well as the Office of Academic Affairs and nearly 9,000 faculty who will guide your journey here at Ohio State.

Please join me in welcoming Dr. Trevor Brown.

[Music plays]

[Dr. Trevor Brown, Interim Executive Vice President and Provost] Good morning, Buckeyes.

Before we begin learning about "Carmen Ohio," I'd like to acknowledge the deans of several colleges who are here with us today, one of whom you're going to meet in just a moment.

These are the academic leaders who set the vision for your college, support the faculty, and work closely with me to ensure that Ohio State provides a world-class education for all of you.

I'd also like to recognize members of the Council of Deans, the President's Cabinet, and the Board of Trustees who are here today.

Do me a favor and give them a round of applause for these university leaders.

[Applause]

So "Carmen Ohio" is our school song, otherwise known as our alma mater. And it reminds us that the joy and privilege of being here to learn and grow as members of this community endures no matter what happens around us.

The name literally translates from Latin as "Ohio Song" or "Song of Ohio."

Now here's a fun fact for you about “Carmen Ohio”: the first time it was ever performed in public was at a Convocation ceremony in 1903.

Now, the venue, University Hall, the size of the audience, and the nature of the program were quite a bit different than what you're experiencing today.

"Carmen Ohio" is perhaps even more significant now than it was on that historic occasion.

Fred Cornell, a member of the Class of 1906, wrote three verses of "Carmen Ohio" and set it to the tune of "Spanish Hymn" when Ohio State was in need of a school song.

Since its first public performance by the University Glee Club, it has been sung hundreds of thousands, if not millions, of times by groups of Buckeyes, large and small, on campus and all over the world.

You'll hear it quite a bit. You'll hear it at Convocations and Commencements, sporting events and special events. If you're like many of us, in our own head, you might hear it as you walk across our beautiful campus.

[“Carmen Ohio lyrics appear on the screen:
Oh come let's sing Ohio's praise
And songs to Alma Mater raise
While our hearts rebounding thrill
With joy which death alone can still
Summer's heat or winter's cold
The seasons pass the years will roll
Time and change will surely (truly) show
How firm thy friendship ... OHIO!]

"Carmen Ohio" unites us as an enduring tradition, and today, as you learn it and eventually sing it together as a class, we want you to think about each line and the meaning it can hold for you, both as an individual and as a member of the Ohio State community.

In order to do that, we'll be asking for some help from a few friends. I'm proud to present to you members of the Men's and Women's Glee Clubs, who have graciously agreed to walk us through "Carmen Ohio" a little bit at a time while we pause to connect each line to some of our history, traditions, and ambitions for the future.

First, many of the renditions of "Carmen," especially those by our extraordinary marching band, begin with a representation of the chimes of the Orton Hall bell tower.

[Music plays]

Now, when you hear those chimes, that's your cue to find fellow Buckeyes, stand side by side, and put your arms around their shoulders.

We'll show you when we bring it all together in a few minutes.

The Men's Glee Club was organized in 1875, making it one of the oldest organizations on campus, and its members have been sharing their musical talents ever since.

Recognized as one of America's top 10 collegiate tenor and bass choirs, the Men's Glee Club is comprised of singers from across the campus, with 84% of singers majoring in a discipline other than music.

The Women's Glee Club, established in 1903, strives to connect and empower students singing music in the treble range. Membership represents a wide variety of majors and interests, with singers ranging from freshmen to graduate students.

From Carnegie Hall to the Shoe, their members work to improve musicianship through a challenging and varied repertoire.

Please welcome these members of the Ohio State Men's and Women's Glee Clubs.

[Carmen Ohio plays]
Oh, come, let's sing Ohio's praise.

[Dr. Trevor Brown] To get us started on our tour through the lines of Carmen Ohio, I am very pleased to introduce the Interim Dean of the Fisher College of Business, Dr. Aravind Chandrasekaran.

AC, take it away.

[Dr. Aravind Chandrasekaran, Interim Dean, Fisher College of Business] Thank you, Trevor.

When we sing the praises of our university, we must start with our land-grant mission and our status as the flagship institution of higher education in the state of Ohio.

The contributions to knowledge made by our world-class faculty in partnership with you, an exceptionally talented and driven class, are what makes Ohio State stand out as one of the nation's great universities.

We expect you to navigate your academic journey with your best critical thinking, absorbing information, but questioning it and interpreting it as only you can.

Every college and every major is important and works in an interdisciplinary way to improve the quality of life and solve our world's biggest problems.

With over 200 majors, there are nearly endless possibilities for you to combine your passions to do extraordinary things.

And as a member of the class of 2030, you just might be sitting to a future collaborator.

I urge you to forge those partnerships and align your passion with great research and entrepreneurial thinking.

We challenge you to join us on the cutting edge of innovation as we prepare you for success in your lives and careers after graduation.

Please open your envelopes. Inside, you will find a scarlet and gray tassel.

This is not the tassel that you will wear on your mortarboard at your commencement, but it serves as a symbol of your primary goal, graduating as a Buckeye.

We encourage you to place it somewhere visible to keep it ever-present as a symbol of hope and promise you feel today, and the determination you will need on your most challenging days to reach that goal.

[Carmen Ohio plays]
And songs to alma mater raise.

[Ben Fox, Drum Major, The Ohio State University Marching Band] Good morning, Buckeyes.

Good morning, Buckeyes. I am Ben Fox, a second-year mechanical engineering major from Upper Arlington, Ohio, and I am the drum major of the Ohio State University Marching Band.

We are so fortunate to have a legacy of incredible talent raising songs to alma mater.

Bands like Twenty One Pilots, Rascal Flatts, O.A.R, and The Breeders all feature Ohio State alumni. That legacy continues today with over 100 performance-based student organizations in theater, music, and dance, and a spectacular range of university ensembles and visual and performing arts majors.

Of course, our marching band has a bit of a following, too.

What an amazing time for the arts at Ohio State with all the student talent and some of our newest campus facilities in our blossoming Arts District.

The arts surround us in powerful ways here on campus and in our city, and even if you don't plan to make a career out of your own talents, we hope you'll find inspiration in the brilliance of others' artistic expression.

Notice what's on the walls in campus buildings. Go to student performances. Walk through the Wexner Center for the Arts and the Billy Ireland Cartoon Library.

And if you're lucky enough to catch one of these gift cards parachuting down now, you can enjoy some of the city's incredible art scene, courtesy of the discount ticket program D-Tix, which you can find at the Ohio Union Info Center.

D-Tix helps you explore Columbus at about half the cost, so make sure to see what D-Tix has to offer that might interest you.

Some of you might be catching a pair of free tickets to the Columbus Zoo, the Franklin Park Conservatory, Otherworld, or gift cards to Scene 75 or Jeni's Ice Cream. Two of you will grab a pair of tickets to see comedian Nikki Glaser this Friday at the Palace Theatre downtown.

[Carmen Ohio plays]
While our hearts rebounding thrill.

[Chris Cade, Jonathan Chisholm, and Blaise Tice, Student Government Leaders]

[Chris Cade] Hi, I'm Chris Cade, a third-year public policy analysis and political science double major from Columbus, and President of the Undergraduate Student Government.

[Jonathan Chisholm]
I'm Jonathan Chisholm, a fifth-year PhD candidate in chemistry from McMinnville, Tennessee, and President of the Council of Graduate Students.

[Blaise Tice] And I'm Blaise Tice, a third-year law student from Washington Courthouse, Ohio, and President of the Interprofessional Council.

As many of you saw at yesterday's involvement fair, the culture of student involvement at Ohio State is unrivaled, and at the heart of it all is a community of more than 1,500 student organizations.

As we hope you recall from orientation, Ohio State has an expectation of every Buckeye to getting meaningfully involved in at least one thing in addition to your classwork. Compared to students who are not involved, undergraduate, graduate, and professional students who are involved typically have better outcomes, like a higher GPA, a higher likelihood of graduating, and a stronger sense of community, and they develop the skills employers want.

Because we can find community with other Buckeyes based on our hobbies, interests, professional aspirations, and other aspects of who we are, these organizations create rebounding thrill for tens of thousands of students and highlight the powerfully unique aspects of our student body.

Getting involved in groups with other students will also help you get to know yourself even better, how your strengths show up, how your values compare, and who you want to become.

Involvement can lead to leadership opportunities, and there's not a career out there that can't use people with more leadership experience.

Use the Get Involved tab on the Ohio State app to help you find ways to get connected. Why don't you go ahead and take a look at it right now?

Seriously. Just like the demo we're showing you on the screen right now, open up the Ohio State app, then look at the very bottom for Get Involved. Tap on Convocation, then scroll down to the button that says, "Enter the Giveaway." It will only be there for the next few minutes.

This should give your heart some rebounding thrill.

Submit your name and your email address, and you might be one of our randomly drawn winners of 25 extra dollars on your BuckID.

Even if you don't want to enter that drawing, know where you can find that Get Involved tab in the app and use it all year for finding student orgs, athletic events, and a calendar of campus events, including concerts, comedy events, lectures, movies, and dozens of special programs planned by the Ohio Union Activities Board, or OUAB.

[Carmen Ohio plays]
With joy which death alone can still.

[Dr. Jen Cheavens, Professor of Clinical Psychology]

Hi, I'm Dr. Jen Chevins, professor of clinical psychology here at Ohio State. There's no greater joy than engaging in acts of kindness for others.

Buckeyes show care and compassion for each other every day, and we always give what we can wherever we may be. Whether through local service with Pay It Forward, supporting communities further away through meal-packing events and Buckeye Serve trips, or raising money and support through philanthropic efforts like BuckeyeThon, Ohio State students spread joy through service and Buckeye love all over the world.

Acts of kindness and caring for people are not only ingrained in our culture as Buckeyes, we know from empirical research that service to others also has a positive effect on our own health and well-being.

There's so many ways to volunteer on campus, in our medical center, and with hundreds of community partners around Columbus.
[Neil Hirtz, President, BuckeyeThon]

I'm Neil Hirtz, a fourth-year double majoring in neuroscience and political science from Lewis Center, Ohio, and president of BuckeyeThon.

BuckeyeThon is an exciting tradition and critical philanthropic partnership at Ohio State. Our year-round awareness and fundraising efforts for the Hematology, Oncology, and Blood and Marrow Transplant unit at Nationwide Children's Hospital culminates in a 12-hour dance marathon in February.

In total, we've raised more than $16 million, including over $872,000 last year alone.

I'd like to personally invite you to join thousands of Ohio State students continuing that legacy and advancing our mission to end pediatric cancer and blood disorders.

Today, I'm excited to announce that for every person sitting in the row that our BuckeyeThon students have selected, Germain Automotive Partnership will donate $50 to BuckeyeThon in your name.

We hope that this generous donation helps kickstart your fundraising to fight childhood cancer and that you'll all consider getting involved and joining the tradition.

Big thanks to Germain Automotive for their continued support of BuckeyeThon.

[Carmen Ohio plays]
Summer's heat or winter's cold.

[Emma Hellencamp, Ohio State Dance Team] I'm Emma Hellencamp, a fourth-year sport industry major from San Diego, California, and a member of the 15-time national champion Ohio State dance team.

No matter what the conditions are outside, summer's heat or winter's cold, Buckeye student athletes from all 36 varsity sports, including the dance team, are putting in the work to represent Ohio State and compete for Big Ten and national championships.

The relationship between Ohio State's varsity teams, the student body, and the rest of Buckeye Nation is one of the best there is. And when you come out to support the teams at home games with Block O creating the vibe, you give us an amazing home-field advantage.

We sing Carmen after every game, so make sure you stay to the end to sing it with us.

We shared with you earlier about the significance of the Lamp of Knowledge on the Ohio State crest. There's another famous flame that the whole world recognizes as a symbol of unity and hope, the Olympic torch.

Over 200 Ohio State athletes have competed in the Olympics over the years under the glow of that torch, just as we excel here by the light of OSU's Lamp of Knowledge.

We have one of those Olympians here with us today.

I am very excited to introduce to you one of the most outstanding student athletes, not only at Ohio State, but in the entire world.

In her three seasons as a Buckeye, she has led the women's ice hockey team in scoring all three years, playing in three Frozen Fours, and winning a national championship in 2024.

She has earned multiple All-WCHA honors and helped Team USA to win a world championship in 2025, and an Olympic gold medal at the 2026 games in Milano Cortina.

Please welcome a fellow Buckeye, a social work major from O'Fallon, Missouri, and an Olympic gold medalist, the one and only Joy Dunn.

[Joy Dunne, Olympic Gold Medalist, Women's Ice Hockey]

Go Buckeyes!

[Emma Hellencamp] Joy, as you've traveled the world as an athlete representing the United States, what is the most surprising place you've ever encountered a Buckeye fan?

[Joy Dunne]
Yeah. I mean, anytime I'm wearing Buckeye gear in an airport, I get a OH at least once. But I think the craziest was before I even became a Buckeye.

I was on family vacation my senior year, last trip before coming to college, and we're in the middle of the ocean on a boat, and this boat comes by us, and this guy who's wearing an Ohio State shirt going, "OH!" And I was like, "No way." I knew I made the right choice when I saw that.

[Emma Hellencamp] There really are Buckeye fans everywhere.

There were 12 current and former Ohio State players on various national teams in this year's Winter Olympics, including three of you on Team USA, winning in overtime in the championship, over four of your Buckeye teammates on Team Canada. You all made us so proud.

What was it like competing with fellow Buckeyes there at the Olympics?

[Joy Dunne]
Yeah, I mean, there are no words. People ask, but I don't think I've quite found the words besides I'm so grateful and honored to not only represent Ohio State, but also my country.

A couple of my girls currently play there, and we were joking, hoping we got to play each other at the Olympics.

And fortunately enough, we got to play Team Sweden in the semifinals, so we made sure to go back and forth a little bit to make it a little fun.

[Emma Hellencamp] I love that. I think it's fair to say that most of us have never had a classmate that's won an Olympic gold medal. So what is some advice that you would give these first-year students at Ohio State?

[Joy Dunne]
Yes. My best advice is to ask for help.

We all need it, and there are so many resources, not just for student athletes, but for students here. So take advantage of it. Learn together.

It's a lot, but there are so many people that want to help you.

[Emma Hellencamp] I love that. Students, you can see Joy and our amazing women's ice hockey team for free at the OSU rink this season with home games starting in October. Joy, thank you so much for being here, and good luck with your upcoming season.

[Joy Dunne] Thank you. You, too.

[Emma Hellencamp] Let's give Joy a round of applause.

Thank you.


[Emma Hellencamp] We have one more special guest. If you haven't met him yet, you should know about a special guy who's there for us in summer's heat or winter's cold, and everything in between. He goes by the name of Brutus Buckeye.

Come on.

How about a hand for our beloved mascot?

[Music plays]

Brutus and his friends are over the arena, tossing out some swag. Some of you might get to wear an exclusive Brutus T-shirt if you're lucky enough to catch one.

[Music plays while Brutus throws rolled t-shirts into the crowd.]

Nailed it. 
[Carmen Ohio plays]
The seasons pass, the years will roll.


[Dr. Ravi Bellamkonda President, The Ohio State University] A lot of seasons have passed, and years have rolled since Ohio State opened its doors for the first students.

And for that entire time, we've enjoyed an amazing relationship with the city of Columbus.

The years aren't the only things that roll.

I believe I see something rolling in right now.

My goodness, it's a COTA bus.

Let's see who's in there. [COTA bus comes in]

[Music plays while various Columbus, Ohio mascots come out of the bus]

Exciting! Lots of friends to help us!

An all Big Ten selection and conference MVP during his playing days at Ohio State, you might know him better as the lead analyst for Inside College Basketball on CBS Sports.

He's a recipient of Ohio State's Distinguished Service Award and a former trustee, Mr. Clark Kellogg.

Yes.

And with Clark is an incredible marvel of civic engagement in our community, someone who cares deeply about Ohio State and the value of an extraordinary institution of higher learning in the city of Columbus.

He brings to life the idea of education for citizenship that you hear us talk about so much.

The company he leads, he's the chairman, president, and CEO of Huntington Bank, which is a top 10 US bank that has been based in our city for 160 years, 40 years longer than Ohio State itself.

Please welcome a great friend of the university and the people of Ohio, Mr. Steve Steinour.

Steve and Clark are both very excited to welcome you to our great city.

Buckeyes, please welcome these proud Columbus residents, Clark Kellogg and Steve Steinour.

[Clark Kellogg, CBS Sports/Ohio State Alumnus] Thank you, and welcome to Columbus, new Buckeyes.

I've had the blessed privilege of calling Columbus my home for 33 years, and we are so honored and excited to be here with you to celebrate the start of your career as Buckeyes.

As you can see behind me, we've brought some friends to welcome you as well.

[Steve Steinour, President and Chief Executive Office of Huntington Bank] That's right, Clark.

I've called Columbus home for the last 17 years, and I can tell you Buckeyes, that this is one of the most dynamic communities in the country, and these mascots are about to show you some of the reasons why.

[Mascots come forward]

Crew Cat, from our three-time MLS Cup champion soccer club, the Columbus Crew.

Next, LuSeal and Crash from our Columbus Clippers, the Triple A baseball affiliate of the Cleveland Gardens.

And then Maverick from the Columbus Aviators of the United Football League.

And Lumi, the lightning bug from our Major League volleyball team, the Columbus Fury.

[Clark Kellog] How many of you are coming to Ohio State from the city of Columbus or one of the surrounding communities in central Ohio?

Hands or applause or cheers.

Well, hopefully, all of you have already had some amazing experiences here in the great city of Columbus, but more importantly, we're counting on you to be great ambassadors to the city for your new classmates.

[Steve Steinour] Now, you may know that Columbus is the 15th largest city in the United States, earning a national recognition and reputation for everything, from our food and art to our zoo and science museum.

[Slide appears that says:
#4 – Top places for young professionals to live (Forbes)
#5 – Best U.S. city for new college graduates (New York Times)
#4 – Best U.S. hiring market for new college graduates (Wall Street Journal)
#4 – Most walkable cities (USA Today)
#3 – Best zoo: Columbus Zoo and Aquarium (USA Today)
#1 – Best Science Museum: COSI (USA Today)]

It also ranks among the top US cities for new college graduates and young professionals.

This is a place where careers start.

At Huntington, we bring on nearly 200 interns every year, and by the way, they're paid internships.

Yeah.

And a lot of them build their careers with us in Columbus and with the other companies here.

There are so many terrific opportunities here, and it's one of the best reasons to stay.

[Clark Kellog] And if you haven't lived here before, I think you're going to be blown away.

Columbus is a hidden gem of a city.

There's an awful lot of exciting things to do.

We hope that you'll learn to love it here, not just because of the festivals and the food, the arts, the sports, and countless other events, but also because of the internships that Steve just mentioned, service opportunities, and other things that you can do while you make your home here in Columbus.

And our hope is that not only will this be home now, but after you graduate as well.

[Steve Steinour] And one of the great things about this city, and it's yours to explore, and getting around, and it's easy.

As a Buckeye, you have unlimited access to every COTA bus route right in the Ohio State app.

High Street alone will take you to some of the most vibrant spots in the city.

So whether you ride, walk, hike, or scooter, get out there and discover, please.

[Clark Kellog] We really hope that you'll think about Columbus, not just as a place where you're going to study, but as a place where you can live, grow, and thrive.

Could not be more excited to have you here with us and to welcome you to Ohio State and the city of Columbus.

Thanks so much for giving us a chance to be part of this beginning of your career as Buckeyes, and best of luck this semester, well beyond this semester, and as always go Bucks!

[Columbus Prize Patrol Announcer] All right, new Buckeyes.

On behalf of the entire city of Columbus, we want to give you a proper welcome.

To kick things off, get ready for the Columbus Prize Patrol.

We've got incredible prizes from local favorites and campus go-tos who can't wait to welcome you to your new city.

Listen up, and when you hear your section and row, get ready to celebrate.

Let's make some noise for our first section winners.

Sections 210, 211, and 232, your entire sections are winning free scoops from I Scream Gelato.

Sections 203, 204, and 206, your sections are getting coupons from Playa Bowls.

Sections 105, 106, and 304, your entire section is winning a coupon or gift card from Yoshi Asian Restaurant.

Sections 111 and 131, your sections are winning Roosters gift cards.

Is that our drum major winging out some prizes?

Surprise, surprise.

This city is home to iconic food brands that got their start right here in Columbus.

They are thrilled to welcome you to town.

Floor section one and section 231, you are taking home free pizza coupons from Donato's Pizza.

We have nine different sections winning coupons for free sliders from White Castle.

Floor section three and section 114, your entire sections are winning a free hot dog from local legend Dirty Frank's Hot Dog Palace right on High Street.

Sections 205 and 208, your sections are winning free chicken nuggets from Wendy's.

Section 201, you're winning free Frosties from Wendy's.

Floor section two and section 213, you are winning Wendy's Frosty key tags, free Frosties for an entire year.

Now pay attention.

We have full row takeovers happening across the arena.

Section 207, some of you are taking home Buffalo Wild Wings gift cards.

Some are scoring the ultimate campus food pack with gift cards from Qdoba, Daydreamer Coffee, Piada, Chipotle, and Panda Express.

And some are winning Dave & Buster's gameplay cards.

Section 134, row M is scoring Dunkin' gift cards to fuel your morning classes.

Section 134, row K, you are winning Taco Bell gift cards.

Now keep your eye out for our national champion mascot, Brutus Buckeye, who's making a very special drop right now.

Section 101,

Brutus will be randomly selecting 20 people to win $100 Kroger gift cards and $100 Crumbl Cookies gift cards.

Last but not least, we want to make sure every single one of you leaves a winner today.

As you exit the arena at the end of the program, everyone will be receiving a free movie pass to Gateway Film Center right in the University District, compliments of our generous friends at Columbus-based White Castle, so you can enjoy a movie night on us.

Hope to see many of you there with your fellow new Buckeyes.

Welcome to the Buckeye family, and welcome to Columbus.

[Carmen Ohio plays]
Time and change will surely show.

[Molly Ranz-Calhoun, President and CEO, The Ohio State University Alumni Association] I'm Molly Ranz-Calhoun, President and CEO of your alumni association, and good morning, Ohio State alumni.

That might sound a bit premature, but trust me, in the blink of an eye, you will be back on this campus as graduates.

You'll return for football games, homecoming. You'll connect with roommates and friends that you met right here in August of 2026.

You'll laugh about the fashions, the trends, and how you used to drink bubble tea in your residence hall room, because that's what the Buckeye family is all about, connections.

Connection between students and alumni, parents and friends. Between the person you are today and the forever Buckeye you are becoming.

Ohio State's alma mater reminds us, "Time and change will surely show," words that will echo throughout your Ohio State journey.

Change will come quickly and will never stop.

Embrace it, learn from it, grow through it.

As for time, you'll discover there's never quite enough, so value it. Make the most of every opportunity, every friendship, and every moment you have.

You are joining a community defined by extraordinary excellence.

More importantly, you are what makes it extraordinary.

Now, please take the final item out of your envelope.

This is your Block O pin.

Wear it with pride, because when alumni see the Block O pin, we know what it represents: a shared identity, a shared experience, and a lifelong connection to Ohio State.

That Block O connects you to a family of more than 640,000 alumni, who are all there for you.

And our message to you, don't wait until you graduate to be connected. We are here for you right now.

So, take a quick pic of the QR code on the screen. [go.osu.edu/buckeyesconnect]

Through Buckeyes Connect, you can connect with alumni whenever you need us, whether you're looking for a mentor, a networking opportunity, or internship advice. Or simply someone who has sat exactly where you are sitting today.

We will be there for you because that is what Buckeyes do.

We connect, we support, we help one another succeed.

Welcome to the Buckeye family, and as always, go Bucks.

[Carmen Ohio plays]
How firm thy friendship, Ohio.

[Elena DePasqua, Resident Advisor] I'm Elena DePasqua, a senior environmental science major from Buffalo, New York, and a residential advisor in Bush House.

[Blake Byington, Off-Campus Community Ambassador] I'm Elena DePasqua, a senior environmental science major from Buffalo, New York, and a residential advisor in Bush House.

[Elena DePasqua] It all comes down to this last line, which might be the one that best represents all of "Carmen Ohio." Friendships are so important to our success at Ohio State. College can be really challenging, and none of us get through without a little help from someone.

[Blake Byington] Meeting people is easier for some than it is for others, but at a school where we look out for each other and even sing songs about firm friendship together, we should always be open to the opportunity to make a connection.

Every one of you can find your own small community here, but if it doesn't happen right away, just be patient. We can assure you that you will soon find your favorite people, places, and favorite things to do.

[Elena DePasqua] The number one piece of advice I can give you about that, show up.

There are so many opportunities to connect at Ohio State, and we've talked about several of them today.

Participate actively in classes and study groups, join student organizations, attend campus events, go to Buckeye games.

You have a much better chance of finding friendship when you show up and just be your authentic self. You may find your people where you live, in your college, in a student org, or at your job, or you might find yourself sitting next to a new friend you haven't met in a dining hall, or at an OUAB event, or maybe even right here today.

If you're open to making a friend, that will happen for you, and your Buckeye journey will be so much better for it.
If you're open to friendship, it will happen, and your Buckeye journey will be better because of it.

[Blake Byington] What we'd like you to do now is to capture the moment with a selfie that includes one or more of the people sitting near you.

I know it might be a little awkward if you're sitting with people you don't know yet, but we hope you play along. Of course, make sure you introduce yourself first if you haven't met.

Go ahead and take just a couple of moments to take those selfies.
[Music plays]

[Elena DePasqua] We encourage you to keep those photos in your reel, and if you run into your new friend later in the year or further down the road, maybe take another one together.

We know that meaningful relationship has to be based on more than just one photo op during your first Ohio State Welcome Week, but hey, who knows? This could be the start of a lifelong friendship.

A few years from now, when you get closer to graduation, if you're still in close enough communication to pose together again, we would love to have you share an update photo with us to show us how it started and how it's going.

Your firm friendship could be featured in that year's Commencement Week festivities.

[Announcer] Please welcome your Senior Vice President for Student Life, Dr. Melissa Shivers.

[Music plays]

[Dr. Melissa Shivers, Senior Vice President for Student Life] How about a hand for Blake, Elena, and all my friends who just helped us break down "Carmen Ohio?"

In just a minute, we'll have the moment that we've been building up to all morning, as we will sing "Carmen" together for the very first time.

First, as we prepare to conclude our program, it is not lost on me how obvious a couple of more connections between your convocation and your commencement really are.

In fact, our walk through Ohio Stadium, the site of commencement for our spring graduates. Those of you who graduate in the summer or the fall will do so right here in this space because summer's heat and winter's cold necessitate an indoor venue for graduates and their guests in August and in December.

As you leave the Schottenstein Center today, carriers of those college banners will lead the way, and then the next time you see the banners will be at your commencement ceremony.

So here's what's happening next.

In just a moment, after we sing "Carmen," we will all follow the procession of college banners over to Ohio Stadium.

As you walk down the ramp to get to the field, make sure to look up on the giant video board on the south end to see yourself.

You will continue out of the southwest corner of the stadium where Buckeye Frenzy, which is a festival of free food and giveaways, will be awaiting you at the RPAC.

Now, we've taken some time this morning to connect each line of "Carmen" with an important aspect of the student experience at Ohio State

And it's time to put it all together and join in the singing of our alma mater.

But first, there's a tiny bit of choreography to know about, and it starts with finding some fellow Buckeyes to stand next to.

Like them.

Sometimes we get in a large circle.

Other times, like today, we'll just stand where we are and put our arms around the shoulders of the people to our left and to our right.

Then, there's the sway.

As soon as the music starts, we gently rock back and forth.

It's a beautiful thing when we can stay in sync for the whole song, but I think we've all had Carmen experiences where the person on our left is swaying one way, and the person on our right is swaying the other.

Even if you collide, Carmen is always better when it's shared with others.

Finally, when we get to the final O-H-I-O, we let go of each other and use our arms to make out the O-H-I-O to finish things off.

You didn't know you were going to get arm exercises today, did you?

Today, we'll play the marching band's version of the Orton Chimes to get things started, and then we'll follow the lead of the Men's and Women's Glee Club as we all sing together.

Cue those chimes.

[Carmen Ohio plays]
Oh, come let's sing Ohio's praise.
And songs to alma mater raise.
While our hearts, rebounding, thrill
With joy which death alone can still.
Summer's heat or winter's cold.
The seasons pass, the years will roll.
Time and change will surely show.
How firm thy friendship,
Ohio

[Melissa Shivers] On behalf of President Bellamkonda, Provost Brown, and the entire senior leadership, faculty and staff, and board of trustees of the university, I wish you the very best of luck on your Buckeye journey.

We'll be with you every extraordinary step of the way.

With that, I would like to bring Ohio State's 2026 Convocation to a close.

Have a scarlet and great welcome week. Enjoy your first day of classes, and as always, go Bucks!

[Music plays]






